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Back in time… 
Landfill=questions unanswered 

 Stench, dust, heavy traffic 
 The lost of high quality nature into landfill 
 Wildlife, biodiversity evolution? 
 Ground water and soil pollution? 
 What kind of environment will we find here after 

10 or 20 years? 

 Time for new visions to turn a 
negative atmosphere into positive 
perspectives   
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For todays and future 
generations 

Stop postponing our 
 waste problem 

to future generations 
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Raw Material           re-use 

         Fuel              E generation         

2007: A Transition story 

Waste = get rid of it 

And lets drop it 

Clean Technology 

Raw materials recovery 

Let's do that with waste, what is supposed 
to happen with raw materials! 

Raw materials appearance trick 

Waste Disposal 
Waste Destruction 

Waste vanishing trick 



2008 
Closing the Circle (CtC) 
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Obstacles towards transition 

 Amusement and entertainment value in 
the being "for or against" the project  

 Utility principle: what's in for me 

 Polarisation: believers    non believers 

 Neither officials, nor complainants have 
always right.  
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The Locals 2010 
First Localsmeeting 



The Locals, who are they? 

The Locals, first stakeholders living 
within the surroundings of a waste 

facility. 



Don’t forget the past 
Don’t forget the concerns of citizens 
NIMBY is no excuse to minimize reality 
 It’s all about absolute trust and absolute 

sertainty 
 Politicians don’t decide on technical level 

but on strategic level 
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1- Let’s not forget … 



 increase knowledge to increase  
involvement  
 

 Approach social change like 
any other technological challenge 
 

Scientific basis is always at the 
base of innovation 
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 2- Looking for new challenges 



Involving people = other debate 



 First ‘see’, then ‘know’  
     so people can ‘choose’ 

 

 Give the opportunity to acquire insight     
as well as information organizing 
company visits, lectures, symposia 
 

 create confidence for a lasting dialogue: 
 

let the experts explain: Scientists,       
technology holders, knowledge institutions… 
 and Group Machiels  

3- Sharing knowledge is exchanging trust 
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29th Locals meeting  
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            Communication  
  From the Company to the Locals: 
Locals will be informed, directly: 

 

Receive always first hand information.  
Confidence through openness.  
Research group Locals: open 

communication.  
Site visits. 

 

Locals do understand complex issues!  
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          Communication  
 From the Locals to the Company: 
Locals inform about the concerns of the 

society 
 

Ask specific and concrete questions.  
Feed the research group.  
Proposals/following up on security 

agreements.  
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         Communication  
 From the Locals to local residents: 

 

 Not all questions can be answered 
immediately (trajectory).  
Science-based answers. 
Learning Process by the experience of 

improvement.  

Understanding makes people involved in 
the progress of society 
 



Closing the Circle masterplan 

Key Figures 
– Total area: 230 ha 

– 143 ha landfill 
– 16+ Mtons waste stored 



Thank you for your attention. 

www.CleanTechPunt.be 

http://www.cleantechpunt.be/
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